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Activity 2
Information Roles in Disaster Management 
Instructor: Robin Featherstone, MLIS
Introduction
Erik Auf der Heide, MD, MPH, identified the following "Potential Interventions" in his article The Importance of Evidence-Based Disaster Planning.

Auf der Heide evaluated 7 common disaster-planning assumptions by reviewing disaster research. His findings suggest that healthcare organizations do not plan for what is likely to happen after a disaster; instead they plan for what they assume will happen.

Auf der Heide reflected on the evidence from previous disasters to identify "Potential Interventions" for healthcare organizations to integrate into their preparedness activities. The interventions will better equip health providers to manage likely events following a disaster. 

Instructions
After reflecting on librarian skills, review these interventions with a critical eye. 

· Do you have the skills to assist with any of these initiatives? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What service could you provide?

Write your ideas next to the intervention(s) you've picked. Prepare to share one of your ideas with the group. 

	Librarian Activity
	Potential Interventions

	(Add your text into the blank cells for the librarian activities)
	Expect unsolicited responders and develop a plan for coordinating them.

	
	Establish intercommunity or statewide mutual aid plans and training.

	
	Use staging or check-in areas outside of rapidly established security perimeters.

	
	Train first responders (including law enforcement officers) how to coordinate with survivors carrying out search and rescue.

	
	Designate personnel to obtain information from survivors about the location of the missing.

	
	Develop real-time instructions that can be given to survivors (e.g., by commercial radio) on how to: protect themselves; give first aid; deal with contaminated casualties.


	
	Provide courses on first aid, search and rescue, and disaster care for the public.

	
	Send first responders to hospitals to extricate casualties from private vehicles. 

	
	Educate the public about precautions to take when transporting casualties and about which should not be moved.

	
	Establish procedures for collecting information after the fact from hospitals about what casualties they have received. 

	
	Consider having ambulances bypass hospitals closest to the disaster.

	
	Establish area and intercommunity EMS/hospital mutual aid plans and radio systems so that ambulances can be directed to hospitals best able to treat their patients.

	
	Use a "First-Wave" protocol to divide initial casualties among area hospitals.

	
	Base initial hospital response plans on in-house rather than on-call resources.

	
	Provide in-house staff with authority to activate and modify the plan.

	
	Develop plans for the expedient decontamination of unannounced casualties, which might include the use of fire hoses supplied with warm water, until more sophisticated decontamination equipment can be set up.

	
	Assign field responders to communicate casualty information to hospitals.

	
	Hold beds open at hospitals for the possibility of later-arriving more serious casualties. 
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